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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

February 15, 2019 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon  
 

Attending: 
The following attended all, or part of, the meeting in person or via phone: 
  
FPTF Representing 
Ken Bierly  Public-at-Large 
Bill Cunningham  Public-at-Large 
Denise Hoffert  Fishing and Conservation 
Mark Kujala  Water Users 
Stuart Myers  Fishing and Conservation  
Burke O’Brien  Water Users 
Willie Tiffany  Water Users  
Terry Turner  Fishing and Conservation 
Zak Toledo  Public-at-Large 
 
ODFW Title 
Greg Apke  Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
Lisa Kingsley  Fish Screening and Passage Program Assistant, Salem 
Bruce McIntosh  Deputy Fish Division Administrator, Salem 
Tom Murtagh  North Willamette Watershed District Fish Biologist 
Katherine Nordholm  Assistant ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Liaison, Salem 
Paul Olmsted  Mid-Coast Assistant District Fish Biologist 
Alan Ritchey  Fish Screening and Passage Program Manager, Salem 
Kregg Smith  Assistant Statewide Fish Passage Coordinator, Salem 
John Spangler  Mid-Coast District Fish Biologist 
 
Public Organization 
Kris Balliet Tualatin RiverKeepers 
Carolyn Chad Bureau of Reclamation  
Jim Esch Member of the Public 
Ron Garst Member of the Public 
John Macklin David Evans and Associates 
Laura Porter Clean Water Services 
Brian Posewitz WaterWatch 
Ashley Short Tualatin RiverKeepers 
Tom VanderPlaat Clean Water Services 
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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Fish Passage Task Force 
MEETING AGENDA 

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife  
Commission Room 

Salem, Oregon 
 

Friday – February 15, 2019 @ 0900 to 1700 hrs 
 
 ~9:00am  ------Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions -----  
~9:05   a Review & Approve Agenda and October 18, 2018 Meeting Minutes (Chair Myers)  
~9:15   a Review Action Items (staff)  
~9:20   b Task Force Member Round-table Discussions (All)  
~10:00  c Bureau of Reclamation/Clean Water Services Scoggins Creek Dam --- Waiver 

Request (Apke) (includes a public comment period for this item)  
~12:00pm  ---Working Lunch --- b ODOT Program Updates (Katherine Norldholm)  
~1:00   c City of Newport’s Municipal Airport Waiver Request – Grant Creek (Apke)  

(includes a public comment period for this item)  
~1:45   a Public Comment Period  
~2:15   c 2019 Statewide Barrier Prioritization Update (Smith)  
~3:15   --- Break ---  
~3:30   b Oregon Department of Forestry - Fish Passage MOU (Smith)  
~3:45   c Recognition of Fish Passage Partners (Apke)  
~4:00   b Warner Valley Fish Passage Restoration (Smith)  
~4:10   b ODFW Passage Program Updates (staff)  

• 2019 Legislative Session  
• ODFW Fish Passage Engineer Staffing Update  
• Silvies Valley Ranch Settlement Agreement & Exemption Requests  
• Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline & Jordan Cove Project  
• American Fisheries Society OR Chapter Annual Meeting  

~4:40   b Task Force – Upcoming Vacancies & Recruitment (Apke)  
~4:45   a Meeting Recap, Actions Items and Next Meeting Agenda Build (staff)  
~5:00  **** Meeting Adjourn **** 

 
 

Agenda Item Types:  
a – Business 
b – Information  
c – Recommendation 
d – Work Session 
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1. Call to Order & Welcome and Introductions 
Stuart Myers, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
2. Review and Approve Agenda and October 18, 2018 Meeting Minutes  
The Task Force reviewed the minutes from the October 18, 2018 meeting. 
 
Motion:  
Willie Tiffany moved to approve the minutes for the October 18, 2018 Fish Passage Task Force 
meeting as written. Bill Cunningham seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 9-0.  
 
3. Review Action Items  
The following action item remains ongoing. All other action items were completed or removed. 
 
Election of Vice-Chair  
 
Burke O’Brien and Zak Toledo were nominated for Vice Chair at the October 2018 meeting. The 
Task Force considered this nomination. Toledo withdrew from nomination. 
 
Motion: 
Bill Cunningham moved to nominate Burke O’Brien for Vice Chair. Ken Bierly seconded the 
nomination, and the Task Force approved 8-0. 
 
 
4. Task Force Member Round-table Discussions 
Task Force members discussed fish and water related activities in their respective areas. 
 
Action: 
Denise Hoffert will distribute information on using water samples containing environmental DNA 
for monitoring fish populations and species in the Rogue Basin. 
 
5. Bureau of Reclamation/Clean Water Services (Washington County) Scoggins Creek Dam – 
Waiver Request 
Conflict of Interest Declarations 
The Task Force Chair, Stuart Myers, Myers discussed his consulting assistance to Clean Water 
Services, the Bureau of Reclamation, and ODFW during development of the fish passage waiver 
application. Myers noted he will abstain from providing a future recommendation on the waiver 
application in his Task Force roll to avoid a conflict of interest. Myers stepped down as Chair for 
this item, and Bill Cunningham accepted the Chairmanship. 
 
Zak Toledo declared a conflict of interest on the basis that the firm he represents also provides 
consulting services for this project. Toledo will not provide input during the discussion and will not 
vote. 
 
Willie Tiffany previously worked on this project as an employee of Clean Water Services. Tiffany 
declared a potential conflict of interest, and noted he will not vote unless quorum is not available 
without his vote. 
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Applicant Presentation 
Laura Porter and Tom VanderPlaat, Clean Water Services (CWS), presented information on the 
Scoggins Creek Dam Waiver Request. Carolyn Chad, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), was available 
by phone to answer questions. Porter and VanderPlaat provided an overview of the BOR-CWS joint 
project on Scoggins Creek in Washington County. Project proposals are necessary to meet current 
dam safety seismic standards, secure the basin’s primary water source, and meet the region’s 
growing water needs.  
 
Three options under current consideration include modification of the current dam structure (option 
one), raising the existing structure (option two), or installation of a new dam downstream of the 
current structure (option three). CWS is requesting a new fish passage waiver at this time so a 
portion of the mitigation can be completed during the 2019 in water work period even though the 
trigger (new dam) will not occur until at least 2021. CWS does not anticipate needing a waiver for 
option one, and an existing waiver from 2005 addresses the trigger for option two. The proposed 
fish passage waiver request is for a new dam alternative (option three). A final decision on the 
option to be implemented is not anticipated until after the 2019 in water work window. The project 
will impact 35 properties including Stimson Lumber and 25 residences if options three is selected.  
 
The mitigation proposed includes the removal of Balm Grove Dam (BGD), converting a 
consumptive water right to an instream water right, and improving passage conditions at an existing 
fishway at the Lake Oswego Corporation (LOC) Diversion Dam on the mainstem Tualatin River.  
 
Porter explained that a conservative approach was used in identifying waiver needs and waiver 
benefits including: 

• Reducing the benefits available at Balm Grove Dam by selecting a more conservative level 
of current fish passage. 

• Inclusion of native migratory fish species that could be at the waiver site (steelhead) even 
though they have not been seen at the site. 

• Including miles of habitat above the waiver site for tributaries even though they are dry a 
portion of the year.  

 
Porter presented information about the mitigation sites noting the BGD and LOC Diversion Dam 
mitigation sites are located lower in the Tualatin River system than the trigger site. During recent 
assessments, some species of native fish were found immediately downstream of BGD that were 
not found above it. The fish ladder at LOC Diversion Dam does not provide ideal or “current 
criteria” passage, but retrofitting the structure from a pool and weir ladder to a vertical slot ladder 
would increase passability for multiple species of native migratory fish. The primary mitigation 
used to complete the net benefit analysis included the proposed removal of BGD. The conversion of 
a consumptive water right to an instream water right, and improving an existing fishway at LOC 
Diversion Dam were not specifically quantified  but were used in the net benefit analysis. 
 
ODFW Net Benefit Analysis 
Greg Apke, ODFW Fish Passage Coordinator, and Tom Murtagh, North Willamette Watershed 
District Fish Biologist, presented the net benefit analysis for the Scoggins Creek Dam project. The 
analysis was completed including the habitat quantity from the existing structure downstream to the 
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new structure including tributary habitat. The analysis did not take into consideration the habitat 
upstream of the existing structure given that there should be no fish passage trigger event associated 
with the notching of the existing structure or by abandonment of the existing structure associated 
with the construction of the new structure. 
 
Ken Bierly asked if approval of the fish passage waiver in advance of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) processes would restrict ODFW’s 
ability to participate in those processes. Apke noted other ODFW staff will address areas other than 
fish passage through those processes including wildlife habitat issues and impacts, water quantity, 
water quality, and state and federal fill-removal permitting. Chad noted that a fish passage waiver 
for the project would not affect the NEPA or EIS processes. 
 
Bierly asked if cutthroat trout are present upstream of the existing pool at Scoggins Dam. Murtagh 
noted that they are present in the existing Hagg Lake Dam impoundment as well as in some of the 
tributaries draining into Hagg Lake. 
 
Apke highlighted the benefits of providing mitigation at the proposed sites including increased 
passage to more than 60 miles of habitat at the LOC Dam and more than 6 miles at BGD. Both 
mitigation sites are in proximity of the waiver site. The miles of habitat upstream of the sites by 
species were determined using the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Barrier 
Assessment and Prioritization Manual’s Methodology.  
 
Bierly asked for information on the ownership of the BGD site. Vanderplaat clarified that CWS 
owns 1,200 feet of one bank and the stream up to the other bank. The other bank is under other 
ownership. 
 
BGD was installed more than 50 years ago primarily for recreation. Bierly asked how long it has 
been since it was abandoned. Murtagh responded that it has not been used for more than 20 years. 
 
Question: 
Bierly asked what assumptions are used in the Washington model to determine upstream miles of 
habit, particularly for coho.  
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will distribute information about the Washington Methodology to the Task Force. 
 
Bierly asked for information on the ownership of the BGD site. VanderPlaat clarified that CWS 
owns 1,200 feet of one bank and the stream up to the other bank. The other bank is under other 
ownership. 
 
BGD was installed more than 50 years ago primarily for recreation. Bierly asked how long it has 
been since it was abandoned. Murtagh responded that it has not been used for more than 20 years. 
 
Terry Turner asked if the plan for the existing dam would trigger fish passage. Apke responded that 
there is no trigger identified to date based on what the Department knows about the action and the 
notching of the existing dam. If notching the existing dam includes more than 30% of the structural 
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volume, if the structure is abandoned, or there is no fundamental change in permit status, then a fish 
passage trigger would occur. With the information provided by the applicants, at this point in time, 
ODFW assumes there is not trigger. Because of this, the Department’s analysis does not take into 
consideration or address the habitat above the existing Scoggins Creek Dam. 
 
Apke noted ODFW received 43 public comments for the project that were distributed to the Task 
Force in advance of the meeting. Tiffany noted that some of the comments were in support of a new 
dam with fish passage, but most of the comments were opposed to the waiver. 
 
Public Comment Period 
Kris Balliet, Tualatin Riverkeepers (TRK) Executive Director, noted the written public testimony 
provided in advance of the meeting. Balliet summarized comments on the proposed waiver. Balliet 
noted TRK is an organization, of than 800 members, with a mission to protect, restore, and enjoy 
the Tualatin River. The TRK is increasing important work through advocacy and restoration 
through policy-making. They advocate for all species using the river, including humans. 
 
Ashley Short, TRK Advocacy and Public Policy Coordinator, noted the ODFW net benefit analysis 
showed a potential gain for fish pending action at the existing structure. Short noted the habitat 
above the existing dam was not considered in the net benefit analysis. The NEPA process could 
provide additional information about the project. The mitigation at LOC Diversion Dam may have 
been required of another entity, and other funding for the retrofitting and removal may be available 
through other sources. Short recommended denial of the current fish passage waiver request. 
 
Brian Posewitz, WaterWatch of Oregon Staff Attorney, noted the written public comment provided 
in advance of the meeting. WaterWatch’s focus includes protecting and restoring instream flows. 
They also review fish passage waivers and exemption requests.  
 
Posewitz expressed concern that the plans for the waiver site are far from certain so there is an 
unknown need for habitat mitigation. Posewitz also provided argument that the major modification 
to increase storage or abandonment of the existing structure would trigger passage at the current 
dam site and would require the habitat above the dam to be included in the benefit analysis.  
 
The funds to purchase the BGD site were provided by several partners. Posewitz noted the dam 
removal may be required by the funding agreements, and suggested they should be reviewed prior 
to approval of a waiver. 
 
The LO Diversion Dam site may have been used as mitigation for a previous project that required 
ongoing passage maintenance. Posewitz recommended reviewing the previous mitigation 
agreement prior to accepting the proposed mitigation for this request. 
 
Use of the BGD instream water right should not be considered for mitigation as it has not been used 
in more than five years, which would preclude the ability of the Oregon Water Resources 
Department to transfer the water right. 
 
Task Force Deliberation 
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The Task Force thanked the members of the public for providing comment on the proposed 
waivers. 
 
Cunningham noted the waiver request may be premature since the project has not yet been defined 
and triggers are unknown at this time. Chad responded that any project selected will be required to 
go through ESA consultation. That consultation will include analysis of the site, but it cannot 
include analysis of landscape mitigation. The existence of a fish passage waiver will not be used 
during consultation and whether fish passage is provided by the project. 
 
Question: 
Bierly asked whether the Wildlife Coordination Act would be considered through the process. Chad 
noted the attorney’s would need to weigh in on that. 
 
Cunningham noted mitigation is typically completed at the time of the project. This project 
proposes to provide mitigation in advance “banking” the mitigation until the trigger occurs. Apke 
noted the mitigation could be used as soon as the waiver agreement is approved.  
 
Bierly noted ODFW is required to coordinate with federal partners, and asked what consultation has 
been coordinated. Apke responded that ODFW has not formally consulted with National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), but NOAA staff were onsite during a site visit, and there 
has been additional discussion between NOAA and ODFW. Porter noted CWS has met with NOAA 
staff regarding the project, and they expressed preliminary support of the project. They will consult 
on the preferred action and NOAA is interested in how flow and water quality will be addressed. 
 
The Task Force noted the benefits of converting existing water right from consumptive to instream 
water should be removed from the mitigation package as it is not guaranteed to be approved by 
Oregon Water Resources Department. 

 
Question: 
The Task Force noted that expansion of the reservoir may be a trigger at the existing dam, and they 
requested additional information about fish passage and habitat above the current structure. 
 
Question: 
The Task Force asked about the benefit identified at the BGD site. They asked for known fish 
passage barriers above or below the BGD removal site to be included in the benefit analysis. 

 
Timing of the mitigation was discussed. Porter noted the BGD removal is on schedule for removal 
during the 2019 in-water work window, but it is not critical to remove it at that time. Permits have 
not yet been applied for, and the removal could take from 12 days to 6 weeks. 
 
Alan Ritchey noted the timeframe required to present the request to the Commission in June to 
allow BGD removal during 2019 would require Task Force recommendation during Mid-April. The 
revised application, public comment period, and net benefit analysis could be completed prior to 
that, but the timing is very tight. 
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The Task Force discussed the benefits of waiting until an April meeting versus voting on the 
proposal at the current meeting. VanderPlaat committed their resources to answering the questions 
presented by April so the process could be completed for BGD to be removed this summer. 
 
The Task Force requested ODFW revise the net benefit analysis to include the miles of habitat that 
are upstream of the existing Scoggins Creek Dam and to review the benefit of removing BGD 
taking other barriers above this location into consideration. Apke noted the existing mitigation 
package might be adequate to meet the waiver requirements including the habitat above the existing 
Scoggins Creek Dam.  
 
Question: 
The Task Force asked for clarification on the status of the previous mitigation provided at the LO C 
Diversion Dam site and if repair is a requirement of that agreement. 
 
Tiffany noted the Task Force has provided a representative to answer questions from the 
Commission regarding difficult waivers in the past. The Task Force agreed that having a member at 
the Commission meeting when this waiver is presented would be beneficial. 
 
Motion: 
Ken Bierly moved to defer consideration of the requested fish passage waiver until April 2019 
when the Task Force would review a new revised application, benefit analysis, and have questions 
identified above answered. Terry Turner seconded the motion, and it was approved 6-0. Stuart 
Myers, Zak Toledo, and Willie Tiffany abstained. 
 
6. City of Newport’s Municipal Airport Waiver Request – Grant Creek 
Applicant Presentation 
John Maclin, David Evans & Associates, presented information on the request to waive fish passage 
at a culvert on Grant Creek culvert at the Newport Municipal Airport. 
 
Two 1,300 feet long culverts were installed in 1942 under Newport Municipal Airport below 
approximately 80 feet of fill. A video inspection completed in 2013 revealed leakage and joint 
separation requiring repair or replacement.  
 
Alternatives to repair the culvert by either trenching or boring are unfeasible due to cost, disruption 
of air traffic and utilities, and location of the culverts. The proposed repair would line the existing 
pipes by spraying a polymer lining on the interior of the culverts. 
 
Mitigation for not providing fish passage at the waiver site includes replacement of two nearly 
impassable culverts at the Lake Creek & Harlan-Burnt Woods Road crossing. The mitigation would 
replace the two 45-foot long 36-inch concrete culverts with one new culvert that would meet current 
fish passage criteria.  
 
ODFW Net Benefit Analysis 
Paul Olmsted, ODFW Mid-Coast Assistant District Fish Biologist, presented ODFW’s net benefit 
analysis of the waiver request. Apke assisted with the presentation, and John Spangler, ODFW 
Mid-Coast District Fish Biologist was available to answer questions. 
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A short reach (.72 miles) of cutthroat trout habitat would be provided if fish passage were restored 
at the waiver site, but no anadromous species are present. Olmsted displayed photos of the culvert 
inlets and outlets.  
 
The mitigation site would replace two undersized perched culverts that currently provide limited 
fish passage to 1.6 miles of habitat upstream of the culverts. Multiple species of native migratory 
fish would benefit from replacing the culvert including cutthroat, coho, steelhead, and lamprey. The 
credit for providing passage at the mitigation site was estimated at 40% since the culverts currently 
provide some fish passage. 
 
ODFW Mid-Coast District staff recommends the approval of the City of Newport’s Grant Creek 
culvert repair waiver request and mitigation as proposed.  
 
Public Comment Period 
Posewitz noted the written public comment provided in advance of the meeting.  
 
Posewitz expressed support for the mitigation. He asked why anadromous fish were unable to reach 
the waiver site and if any work to improve fish passage at the waiver site would be included in the 
package.  
 
Olmstead responded the water drops approximately four feet from the surface to the pipes intake. 
The fish habitat above and below the site is minimal. 
 
Bierly explained that fish passage improvements at the waiver site would not likely provide any 
benefits due to the small diameter of the pipes and their length. 
 
Motion: 
Ken Bierly moved to recommend approval of the City of Newport’s Airport waiver request. Zak 
Toledo seconded the motion, and the Task Force approved 9-0.  
 
7. Public Comment Period 
No public was present to provide public comment. 

 
8. 2019 Statewide Barrier Prioritization Update 
Fish Passage Prioritization 
Kregg Smith, Assistant Fish Passage Coordinator, provided an update on Oregon’s Statewide Fish 
Passage Priority List and Barrier Inventory. 
 
Smith highlighted the accomplishments since the 2013 prioritization including restoration of fish 
passage at 69 high priority barriers (either removing the structure or restoring fish passage) and the 
addition of 24,980 structures to the inventory of artificial obstructions.  
 
Smith outlined the methods for scoring each priority barrier. Changes of prioritization methodology 
from the 2013 inventory to the 2019 inventory included adjusting the weight of several metrics 
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including habitat quality and quantity, native migratory fish species present, and the value of listed 
endangered species act fish within the scoring model. 
 
Smith provided some draft results from using the framework in development of the 2019 
prioritization. Pending additional input, the list currently contains 601 high priority sites of artificial 
barriers. The sites are organized into the top 10 plus 16 additional groups. Sites include 359 dams, 
203 culverts, 32 other barriers (fords, blasted channels, chutes, etc.), and seven tide gates. 
 
Smith plans to present the 2019 Fish Passage Prioritization List to the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission at their April 2019 meeting.  
 
The Task Force asked if there may be other opportunities to use the framework for additional 
evaluations including net benefit analysis for waiver requests. Smith responded that the tool is not 
predictable at all scales due to gaps in data.  
 
Toledo asked about the nature of the comments provided by ODFW district staff as they reviewed 
the draft list. Smith responded they primarily included adjustments to fish species present and 
current levels of fish passage. 
 
The Task Force discussed providing a representative to answer questions from the Commission 
during their review of the 2019 Fish Passage Barrier Prioritization List. The Task Force agreed that 
having a member at the Commission meeting when this waiver is presented would be beneficial. 
 
Motion: 
Bill Cunningham moved to recommend ODFW present the 2019 Fish Passage Barrier model and 
the list developed using that framework to the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, and that the 
Commission approve the model and list. 
 
Action: 
Kregg Smith will work with Stuart Myers to provide a letter from the Task Force to the 
Commission recommending approval of the 2019 Fish Passage Barrier Prioritization list. 
 
9. General ODFW-ODOT Program Updates 
Katherine Nordholm, Assistant ODFW-Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Liaison, 
updated the Task Force members on ODFW-ODOT programs and projects.  
 
Staffing Update 
Bill Warncke, ODOT Aquatic Program Lead, accepted a promotion to a different position at 
ODOT. The position Warncke vacated was advertised and interviews were held, but a successful 
candidate has not yet been announced. 
 
Culvert Repair Programmatic Agreement 
ODOT has proposed 16 projects for completion under the Culvert Repair Programmatic Agreement 
(CRPA) during 2019 including three projects that were previously approved. ODOT may reduce the 
proposed number of projects due to funding and capacity. 
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Mitigation Banking Pilot Program/Fish Passage Mitigation Fund 
Nordholm highlighted several projects recently completed or under construction with funding from 
the Fish Passage Mitigation Fund (FPMF) including Opal Springs, Dairy Creek/Reeder Road, Oak 
Ranch Creek, Odell Creek, Brownell Dam, Forest Creek, Salt Creek, and Walcott Dam.  
 
The Mitigation Banking Pilot Program (MBPP) provided ODOT Funds to the FPMF for ODFW to 
complete high priority projects. As part of the agreement, ODOT could then receive waivers at up 
to 12 sites with no additional mitigation requirements. ODOT has received waivers at five sites and 
has seven waiver sites remaining. Nordholm anticipates ODOT requesting the remaining waivers 
during spring of 2019. 
 
As part of the MBPP, a tool was developed to quantify project specific mitigation credits or debits. 
ODFW, ODOT, and the contractor continue testing the Net Benefit Analysis Tool for accuracy, 
sensitivity, repeatability, and usability. Once the projects are completed, a final report of the MBPP 
will be prepared. 
 
Culvert Inventory & Prioritization 
The current ODOT culvert prioritization has 743 culverts with a priority ranking. The ODFW fish 
passage barrier database contains 8,913 ODOT culverts. Nordholm is working to design tables to 
hold information from ODOT on culverts within ODFW’s Fish Passage Barrier Database.   
 
10. Department of Forestry – Fish Passage MOU 
Smith provided an update to the process for a draft update to the memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) between ODFW and Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) for fish passage work on non-
federal forested lands in Oregon.  
 
ODFW and ODF have continued to discuss inconsistencies between authorities including ODFW’s 
Passage Policy and ODF’s Technical Note 4. Smith highlighted areas where the agencies differ in 
fish passage requirements including determining end of fish use and types of structures allowed. 
 
The Task Force discussion included preparing a letter supporting ODFW’s Rules for fish passage 
criteria, the ecologically critical nature of forested areas, and encouraging enforcement for actions 
that have not met criteria. 
 
11. Recognition of Fish Passage Partners 
Fish Passage Program staff will be distributing the recognition application in the near future. 
 
12. ODFW Fish Passage Program Updates 
Warner Valley Fish Passage 
The Warner Valley Fish Passage Partnership received a FIP Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) funding to address 10 sites affecting warner suckers and redband trout. The cooperative 
project will remove one barrier and address fish passage and screening at several other structures. 
 
2019 Legislative Session 
Apke highlighted the bills that the Oregon Legislature are considering during the 2019 session that 
may affect fish.  
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ODFW Fish Passage Engineer Staffing Update 
Scott Janssen was select to fill the vacant Fish Passage Engineer position. Janssen previously 
worked for Oregon State Marine Board and began working for ODFW on January 2, 2019. 
 
Tide Gates 
OWEB and Fish Passage Program staff held public meetings along the Oregon Coast presenting 
information on the ongoing work to address tide gates. The work highlighted includes inventory 
and prioritization of tide gates, regulatory streamlining, and work to secure staff to assist with 
permitting and project development. OWEB funds have been committed to develop a position at the 
Association of Oregon Counties to coordinate tide gate work.  
 
Silvies Valley Ranch Settlement Agreement & Exemption Requests 
Smith provided an update on the Silvies Valley Ranch rock check dam structures. Oregon 
Department of State Lands and Silvies Valley Ranch entered into a consent order relating to 356 
artificial beaver dam structures constructed throughout the valley. ODFW has begun reviewing 160 
exemption requests for sites on Flat Creek, Paine Creek, Jack Andy Creek, and Jump Creek where 
no native migratory fish are currently present. The Task Force will be presented with the 
exemptions at an upcoming Task Force meeting. The applicant is requesting exemptions for each 
individual structure; the structures are less than a mile apart, so they do not believe Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission approval will be required. 

Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline & Jordan Cove Project 
The Pacific Connector gas pipeline and Jordan Cove project is moving forward toward permitting. 
The pipeline will include approximately 400 waterway crossings. The original proposal included 
open trenching through the waterways and with open trenching proposed through sloughs and bays 
in Coos County. The current plan includes horizontal directional drilling under some streams and 
boring under the sloughs and bays to reduce potential environmental impacts. 
 
Staff expect to receive more than 200-450 fish passage plans for the proposed liquefied natural gas 
pipeline traversing from Malin to Coos Bay Oregon. Staff will work to batch approvals where 
possible. The Task Force is not expected to address these, but it will take significant staff time to 
review, approve, and draft the fish passage approvals for these sites. 

Department of State Lands received public comments for the required fill permit. The mitigation 
plan presented includes restoration work in Kentuck Slough replacing old tide gates and recreating 
stream channel sinuosity. 

American Fisheries Society OR Chapter Annual Meeting 

The 2019 American Fisheries Society Oregon Chapter annual meeting will be held in Bend on 
March 4-8, 2019. Some fish passage presentations are expected. 

Action: 

Greg Apke will distribute registration information for the American Fisheries Society Oregon 
Chapter annual meeting. 
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Task Force Correspondence 

Apke distributed an e-mail to the Task Force from Mason Lacy regarding Mirror Pond Dam in 
Bend. 

13. Task Force – Upcoming Vacancies & Recruitment 

Stuart Myer and Willie Tiffany have nearly completed their second terms. Both were appointed in 
May 2011 and are ineligible for reappointment. Staff will begin the recruitment solicitation process 
for their replacements in the near future. The Department hopes both Myers and Tiffany will 
continue in their Task Force capacity until the ODFW Director appoints their replacements. 
 
Action: 
Greg Apke will distribute the recruitment information for new Task Force members to the Task 
Force. Members will distribute the recruitment information as appropriate. 
 

14. Meeting Recap, Action Items, and Next Meeting Agenda Build 

Kingsley reviewed the action items. 
 
15. Adjourn 
Stuart Myers adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Upcoming 2019 Task Force meetings (this schedule is likely to be updated): 
 June 7-8, 2019  John Day 
 October 18, 2019 Salem 

 
 
Items to be included in future meetings may include: 

• Willamette Falls and lamprey passage 
• Bowman Dam 
• Fire impacts on watershed health 
• Recognition of fish passage partners 
• Recouping Program costs for plan approvals, waivers, and exemptions. 
• Fish passage exemptions in urban growth zones 
• Fish Passage Priority List  

o Development of revised list 
o Update of sites where work has been or is scheduled to be completed 

• Large Passage Structure Needs 
o Hells Canyon Dam 

 
• Artificial Obstruction Definition Strategy and References 

o Chemical 
o Thermal 
o Acoustic 
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o High and low streamflow 
o Effects of drought on fish passage 

• Mitigation Banking Habitat Calculator Tool Update 
• OWEB Strategic Vision & Watershed Council Updates 
• ODFW-ODF Fish Passage Agreement Update 
• Construction Triggers at Existing Structures  

o Mirror Pond Updates 
• Klamath Dam Removals 
• Tide Gate Initiatives 
• Update to Fish Passage Rules in OAR 635-412-0005 through 635-412-0040 
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